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SUB J : BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT RESTORES TRADE UNION FREEDOMS 

1 . IN SPECIAL CABINET SESSION IANUARY 24 GOB APPROVED DECREE 
RESTORING FULL TRADE UNION LIBERTIES. RIGHTS OF WORKERS TO 
STRIKE, TO CONTROL UNION DUES AND TO ELECT THEIR OWN LEADERS, 
ALL SUSPENDED IN NOVEMBER 1974, WERE RESTORED. DECREE ALSO 
PROVIDES THAT LOCAL UNIONS, FEDERATIONS AND CONFEDERATIONS 
WILL HOLD THEIR ELECTIONS WITHIN 30, 60, AND 90 DAYS 
RESPECTIVELY, AT WHICH TIME LABOR COORDINATORS, APPOINTED BY 
THE MINISTRY OF LABOR, WILL BE REPLACED BY THE NEWLY-ELECTED 
OFFICIALS. 

2. MINISTER OF LABOR MARIO VARGAS ISSUED STATEMENT THAT BOTH 
THE FEDERACION SINDICAL DE TRABAJ ADORES MINEROS DE BOLIVIA 
(FSTMB) AND THE CENTRAL OBRERO BOLIVIANO (COB) TWO POWERFUL 
LABOR ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE CONTINUED TO OPERATE 
CLANDESTINELY SINCE BEING DECLARED ILLEGAL IN 1976 AND 1971 
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RESPECTIVELY, WILL BE ALLOWED TO REORGANIZE IF DESIRED 
BY THEIR CONSTITUTENT ORGANIZATIONS. THE FSTMB AND THE 
COB ARE HEADED BY VICTOR LOPEZ AND FORMER BOLIVIAN 
VICE PRESIDENT JUAN LECHIN OQUENDO RESPECTIVELY, BOTH OF 
WHOM HAVE BEEN LIVING IN EXILE IN CARACAS. UNDER THE 
RECENTLY ISSUED GENERAL AMNESTY, BOTH CAN NOW RETURN TO 
BOLIVIA. 
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3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH GOB DECREE STATES THAT DECISION TO 
RESTORE LABOR FREEDOMS WAS TAKEN "IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCESS 
OF CONSTITUTIONALIZATION" OF THE COUNTRY BEGUN NOVEMBER 9, 1977. 

IN FACT, HOWEVER, THE GOB TOOK THIS DECISION BECAUSE IT 
FEARED AN OPPOSITION ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT THE ISSUE DURING 
THE CAMPAIGN, POSSIBLY WITH SOME TACTIC SIMILAR TO THE 
RECENT HUNGER STRIKE AND BECAUSE THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF 
GOVERNMENT CONTROL OVER UNIONS WAS COLLAPSING. MINISTER OF 
LABOR VARGAS IS DEFINITELY NOT HAPPY WITH THE DECISION. 

HE TOLD AN EMBAOFF JANUARY 24 THAT NOW THE WAY IS OPEN TO 
"ANARCHY AND CHAOS" AND PLACED THE BLAME ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT. OTHER GOB OFFICIALS HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN TO 
EMBOFFS THAT THE COB. FSTMB AND OTHER "OPPOSITION" ELEMENTS 
WILL TRY TO PRESS UNREALISTIC WAGE INCREASE DEMANDS ON THE 
GOVERNMENT IN THE HOPE OF STIMULATING A SERIES OF STRIKES OR 
EVEN A GENERAL STRIKE WHICH WILL DISRUPT THE ELECTION PROCESS 
AND WEAKEN THE GOB. 
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